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TROP DE 2ELE. 

We may outrun 

By violent swiftness that which we run at, 
And lose oy over- running* " 


Shakespeare- 

W? I -Mm '4 




f must apologise to the audience for using a Fench ***** phrase 
as my title, seeing that our mother-tongue is able to express 
almost every shade oi meaning but 1 have Jailed to come .pon the 
ri^ht English phrase. Too much zeal without knowledge is 

c u:;.l rous & tails to express just what I mean. Running after a 
thing or, as Shakespeare has it,* running at' falls .mi a* . -few short 

' ’■ * So ttop de g e 1 e w it h its 1 i ht ia 1 X - hu mo r o js m ut - 1 1 on w i i 1 

have to serve our occasion- 

Now , we cannot begin to think of our subject without some sort 
of krc w 1 edgej w e ant t Snow what we ar- runnfcn after ♦or running 
at, before^ we think of hew t« run- 
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) suppose we allfW been reading & pondering t^r' the Lite 
or Florence Hi ntmgalepach in his own way^ Anyone .-.no has ueen 
jastruiafental in setting a sve.ent going will 00 reminded oi the 
■ e inn in. a ol that movement by the weariness ♦. paln:ulness pi 
Florence Hightingaile' s early labours. 

Better tnan a garter o£ a century ago .e, too, 

went through labour (the ;gh not to be nai;;eo in comparison} ,to 
bring forth a sotiety which we then claimed to be uri- .0 in nistory.- 
a tody at parents associated for purpose of acquainting them- 

selves irrt+y with the principles of education: n ot lor ‘h e weUaje 
of^hlldren (that is a consequent e;& not a cause) ; not lor chlld - 
study, for we tai:e a child to oe a Human b* **£•*. person, line the 
rest of us, who does not lend himself to microscopic inve.st.fgat icn; 
not to advance the science of educat i on t because w ® rl0Ult 11 
tion is a science, J,if the methods of science can be applied to 
anj* branch oi *mbwl«dge which, ii^e history tpoei ry » educat ion# is 
concerned with the spirit of man* Ho, our object/ a* state i *n 
a pamphlet, oddly called the ' dzuft proooJM' rsome 3000 copies oi 
were distributed £ discussed with many ol the persons whr* joined 
the nest public opinion of a quarter of a century agoTbur ou.ect 
was to associate parents lor the purpose oi acquainting themselve- 

^reat were the hearts®* 10 ^ 


with the principles oi education* 


i fl ji3pnet^u^ 


’1 
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jn^s.lnany the disappo intnenta , much 'Ik? correspondence, but now 
amazingly we have teen prospered! 

I v vas told the other nay that we had discovered parents. 
That is# I su r pooe,we loi.nd out that parents , instead o i being 
obstacles in the way ox education, lor that was the notion then# 
are the persons most Interested mo - 1 zealous to tatte their part 
in the greatest work of the world- 

T arn most thankfully aware oi how auch 
is due to these zealous £ Inspired coa-ij tors who iiave inf used 
•j i t a 1 it y i n t o he wo rk i o r a ion. t e lu o L yea iti w i t n . 1 1 . t i e f f or 

■& • 1 1 . from utei & to those earljer f elloWMVorki y 61 them 

garnered to their rest, but some # i reaKing new c-round with more than 

the old ^eai? out they & j agree in thinking that it is to the 

responsive parent we owe our success- 


pa rents but to 
have described 


H y purpose to- u ay^i ; n o t 
say a cautionary word a bout 
as t rop rie zele- 


to 

a 


say nice 
t endency 


things to 
which f 


^ ow ■ rase wouldjl have amused us in the old days when apathy £ 


Iftdii r c to cnarante ri: 

i ooo it is to know that npw there are few to-uay who qo not 
know that fehe bringing up of children is the great eat thing in f -he 
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world! f believe they knew it then . ut did not tell, k th« 
tve nave been aclo to do is to Collect many ^ T W^s / into a strong 
current . Sut here is our danfeer; instead oi pouring our *> 

tributaries into the main streara t we are apt to run alter any trickle 
of water destined to lose itself in a log} *^ere is the 
oi mistaken ;oeal,not according to irnov/i etgejs- i>,may we 'outrun 
that . 1 oh we run at & lose by overrunning' 1 

ha t We o 1 "he P . If - E * U * ' rur at j is a b i g 
thing* - a whole philosophy of educat ion, wnich is practically a 
philosophy oi liie,i«ecause the children & we are equally persons*- 

u 

designee for k p leaped to an ordf ^ Hie with deiinite aims* 

Until the other day ] thought that we f or shail i 
say I, was ploughing a lonely furrow. But about Christman tiiiie a tt 
notice appeared in the Spec tat or of an important work (by Dr 
Meyrlck Booth) dealing ith the philosophy oi Eucken. we shall 
shortly have an opportunity of knowing more a rout tne great philo- 
sopher oi Jena , a : London is to have the opportunity of doing 
honour to hlraj & perhaps many of us , 1 ike me, who have until 
.ately been content with a vague notion oi his teaching ma_ ue 
g * aci f 1 tnis opportunt t y>i. But my joy was very fe reat to dis- 

cover that for many years I had been wording out d philosophy 
identical with his in many points , perhaps because we nave poth %-rro 




ploughed with the same heifer* By a singular contradiction, 

U 

Eucken doe- not profess himself to be a Chr 1 st iantyet^conf essedi 7 
founds his teaching very much upon the philosophy delivered in the $ 


nappy enough to lino myself at on* with this reat man may serve 


to indicate hat e 'run at 1 / should save us firom the calamity 01 
loss bv over- running ♦ 


members oi the P«1 * fit; gene ral ly ’mean intensely’ ■ if only by fits 

& starts’ 9. are out f not in search of ;ood plans,but of a so na philo- 
J 

osc-vhy 01 education, of which 4,0011 plans are the natural outcome * So 
1 shall bring forward for your cons ice rat ion two outstanding 
principles 01 Professor Eucken ' s Philosophy which are^T^ Lo ^ 

One concerns the theory f education which we nave 


education but 1 think we are in a position to fi 1 the gap because 


cospels * 


I think one or two oi the points in which I am 





f ta ;e it for granted fhat this audience & the 


developed, & the other ,tne curiously successful practice < 
the rat i ona 1 e of w n 1 ch •< e should ( 1 think ( before us* 

oth re rets that the Jena Professor has not treated of 




illp^pnCu^O^ 


a 


wor,: 


k of tbs wo riot. 


Perhaps the outstanding feature of Eue.;en's phlU 
osophy is -t^vai^nis recognition of man as a spiritual being, having a 
sensiole investment wnich adapts itself -i as it were grows to his 
spiritual manifestations. 1 would not. te understood to sav that 

professor Euexen is the onl* - philesopher concerned in this spirit- 
ual movement; Be rgs on^ftou t roux, certain great men of our own, per- 
ceive that spirit is not modified, or in any serious way affeetea, 
by matter; out that matt e r , i notid ing tne nutr.an b rain, is entirely 
to spirit; that truth is of the spirit ,not of tne 
flesh, g is not jfjry concerned finally with the well-being of 

men b Lk t with their clear thinking A well-knowing* To quote from 

Eucken's Main Currents 01 rfoaern Thought «** The essence of the 
conception of truths the liie £ soul of our search after truth* 
la to be found in the iaea that in truth nan/ attains to something 
superior to all his own opinions & ine iinat ions # something that 
possesses a validity completely Independent of any human consent* tie* 


the nope of an ess-*nt tally n*4t Hi# is thus held out to man* a vision 
a ulder/A richer oaing*an inner communion witn rsaiity *a libera- 
tion :rom all that is merely human* On the other hand * when Eh© 
good of the Indivi dual 3 ^ of humanity becomes the highest aim 4 the 
guiding ptJinc ipl 1 1 r jtn sinks to the level of a merely utilitarian 
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ocl«l''n. This is destructive o f th“ Inner life. All the power of 
conviction that truth can possess wust- disappear the moment it is 
seen to o» a mere ®e ans * ^ Tr Jtn can exist only as an ana in 
itself. W - I^trumental ’ truth is no truth at all." ■ 

?ut what has all this to do with giving To® & Bessie such a sensible 
cractioal education as-shail give the® a gooa start in life,- To® 

, erhapp as a ousiness san, Bessie as a wife * mother tassooar of 

society? 


-2*e-re is 


inaeed a-i immediate questlonjit 


is the urgent 


question of the day h one upon which we rtust all tafce sides, 
whole trend of thought to-day is towards u tilitarian eau.-a tj on, 

& we ta*e it for granted that the spiritual nature, that ia, 

Eiind^ heart * soul* is educated iiicident^^fas it *er*j that* in 
learning to cook a nice dinner, neaut \ ful thoughts so me no- ,ina he* 
way into Bessie's ;nind,say»oi tne wioe & tender Ptoviaence 

whien gives bread to men; tnat the making of an apple ta.t * ill 
bring refreshing thoughts of an orchard in bloom** so t 

bit of it! If sae is minaing her ousiness, her thoughts i un ^- on 
trie lines of fher woik with a ne^er ending prog reaeion* Hundreds 
of dlfiner^thousands of apple pies ,- hunn t b 4 s of 1 mpeo vements 
the making of apple pies *- + hat is how mind woi.rs upon -h c mater 
in hand 





\ 
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Of course B mjtjtf must learn to ma :e apple pies & Tom 
oust I earn whatever stands for those in his case. Vfhat I wisn 
te point out is that education is the concern of the spirit & 
that no smallest amount of incidental education cornel out of practice 
utilities* On tne other nand, every sort oi practical utility 

forces itself out of spiritual devel-opment , is I have sain else- 
where#- U I should oe inclined to say of Education as Hr Lec*y 
says of morals #th*t 'the Utilitarian theory is p rofoundl y i mmo ral - * 

To educate children tftrcm any immediate end -towards commercial 
or manufacturing aptitude# for example, -is to put a premi m upon 
general ignorance with a view to such special aptitude* Tne great 
er includes the less *out the less doss not include the greater* 
Excellent worn of whatever kina is produced cy a person of Char- 
acter Intel 1 eigenoe# * we cannot go cette r for the nation tnar 
to prepare sucn person^ for its uses". 

But the economist need not thjow us over as imp a- act leal persons; 
what we nave to offer is a scheme which is able to give 
every Child# rich or poor, the education he has a right tc in the 
things of the spi rit*n>oetry » pictures # history #11 terature ^ above 
all f re 1 ig ion; a enable him t * taue it wltn such facility that 
ampte time is left for that other proper function of the school# 
tne preparation of a cijiio for his vocation* 
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in this way two lines of *or* , eaucat Iona i 4 vocations i , may oe 
carried on in the sehoo-l°|"t ne r* is need ana opportunity ior coth- 
out that one should be mistaken for the otner would cs a serious 
calamity. 

Every person witn educational convictions should be a power 
in the iana (but then he musty know what he believes in; 4 nriet not 
go about the worid lUe a yo el at a fair . This- one thing * 

we si the P.ff.E.U. must ,r think, hold fast,- that education is of 
the aind or spirit £ not of the senses 4 muscles. These/ no 
doubt ra.'St Have their own training to do their own worx.out let us h> 
not be deluded into the notion that a chila is to be eaucatea oy tne 
materia, influences Drought to Dear upon him from wit nout , rather 
tnan by the iaeas.tne Knowledge , the spiritual influences, that reach 
¥WtW him within. 

*e may not ce anle to receive Carlyle's saying that,- 'Katter 

exists only spiritually /> to represent some Idea 4 bocv it forth'- oA 

/ 

but th * 1 o* of the age is, I think,- js educatioe of the flesh 

or o# tn 9 spirit* 

• j , iore is the tjangar of that tros ae zels that I 

anxious to indicate Persons # who care about sauoation are 

fervid* They are sometimes too idle to ta^e sfcoai* of 
y-hat the/ *ne w & realise what they Dei levs, so they run about after 
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sem* new thing * see W#? no reason why tne new notion snoulo not 
fit verv well into the loose bundle of oonoepts they have al reaoy 
got holo of • Mow, the world was- never more alive to the impor- 
tance of education than it is to-day g tne air is full of notions 

that ma 3 oueraae as new Conscientious mothers feel it is 

a auty to Knew & t~ try the last tew things nut let me entreat you 
& then to try the spirits whose they bejj every n ew * promising 

theory that I have cose asrosa la of the flesh & not of the spirits 


nKfin using tne word spirit! am not , ust now referring to religion 
at all nut to that, part of us t«*t snows -1 things A feels . 

Thoughtful men at home & aoroaa are seriously 
uneasy at this trend of modern- tho -ght s we talK piously ,fo-r example 

oi freedom in educationi & here i cannot resist^ a serious w a ru- 
ing (which Dr Booth quotes from Processor Foerster of Municn*- 
n Human nature contains sue ft remarKaole contrasts that the - re com 
of one part is uouna up with tho subjection of another* <*hi h part 
then is to receive f reedoiflf . . * . * T t of supreme importance to 
distinguish clearly £ accurately between true f~ false freedom*... 1 

trot 

The root error of many modern tendon ~ i es is the confusion i * 1 ' rit0 
personal freedom >;ith m©~e indi vidua: i icence,of tne hi oe r it ■ 

the lower self "he more tne lower se f is granted freedom ,tne 


ore nop ©i ess does the development oi perstaai'ity Leeome. 


tH al/pnotH*! 


1 1 



i«A+h Ar cult o I ine Hour Is the natura 1 i ara uo^-e4^~reti lon^: aao ov sSTf 


to do trie work the ill have to do later & tnat is ail trifat 


education can do for them- Let then make puedings* lay bricks* learn 

to cast ac coolrfc* *** vhateve r else they want cones Incidentally,'* 

'’‘nis is the rock on whidi the nation threatens to split a reck which 

ve nave oe^n making lor ^jfrtrpS thirty years, A now, Instead ol changing 

f 

our course \e a~e heading straight art lull speea t ©wards our ruin. 


Dr Boeth 1 s forcible words instep of using my own, -"Much of 

the rest 1 essness ,di scont ent & spiritual uncertainty of the age is 
traceao.e to tne failure o"f an educational system divorcee : any 
truly authoritative , positive philosophy to furnish yjjWef those who 
have osstt brought up within it ith a valid view of life as a who.® 

A to ensure that inward, % 1 ritual training whih is t it* absolutely 
Indispensable complement o-f* rat iona 1 dev el opuient * " 


delightful facilities proposed to us for educating children through 
their finger-tips or , again , through the movement* of the oance. 


whole ec ratio n of man* A every one of them ends where it be ran 



is the cry, C Boys & girls must leam f rom things- They must learn 


£rv*-t** 



I need not say a word a ‘ put the 


■A44^-e^~Tnes0 schemes •< a dcrzen others propose to accomplish the 
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ith th& flesh, the eternal life; leaving the spirit in no wise 
tmabled lor *hat struggle to^rds the spiritual Hie, the H.e of 
thought, of love, of endeavour , whlc h is our time vocation- 

Are tne sensejto oe neglected? htB grace 

of movement * cuicjsness at af fair*, general preparation lor life, 
thing* of no moment * These things are all important bu t efceh for 


Its own sake; *, to ta '« up any one of them by wav of education is 
a disastrous error- Nor can we play at picking up a Dit he, a & 
there from one system £ miother- We mast cultivate tn r eft 

4 

the joy of seeing, the hand for the pleas ure & duty^ goi ng, out not 
with a notion that education trav e ls frota without ‘inw arcs « 

Kust then the educational alertness upon which 
we rather price ourselves be thrown away, as it will ue 1 f * a 

may not go a&Out looking for some new thing? tiie contrary, I 

think that a great for Id- mis s ion is open to members of tne P-N-E- T - 
Tne re is reason to believe that we are carrying on in th* 

quiet way in which natural forces work a far-reaching rfevoKt-on,^* 
If we do no t , exist as a society) for no thing, we must each of as 

take ojt part in furthering this revc*ution- if ^iil 

«* ■ f - - - ■ ‘ ‘ + 

i t , t h e world is waiting lor wnat we have to givftjout we musx 

know eur prtnc ip i es ,or f at any ff #/ff rate»th© one grand principle. 


‘ It 
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_that education is of the spirit <* not of the flesh, "ft Is the 
§p*riV that qiiiciceneth,the flesh profit eth nothing , "is as true of 
things of the raina as of those of the soul* The material of 

education Is know! edge ,& the appeal ter th* mind must be direct* for 
no appeal through the so s es carries beyond what is rightly called 
the sensuoas nature* 

Everybody xnows that education 

is generally unsatisfactory^ many at home & abroad are deplaning 
to looii to us for such help as we have to give* to §4*e such help, 
should be , snb ui a it hot? the definite Ilf e-work of evr;y member of 
the P*N*E*U. who has taken the trouble to xnow otr phi lnsophy * As 
for opportunities, they occur at every street corner* Two or three 
ef our memoees have used the leaven to sdch good purpose that an 
educational aocietv of European Egyptian ladies has ai ready rung 
u *j*~ a society with great possibilities, Only yesterday I heard 
irom a friend that y f M the other cay I met Mr X the Head of the 
large Council Schools In -- who told me that a member of the P.N*SNU 
had as.^ea if she could meet him & his teachers £ explain our prin- 
ciples; he says he* is much interested in them & will call to see 
th- papers you. sent a».'\ * _ 

1 could multiply ins tances #hut it is enough to say that every member 
of a Branch, ever parent of a child in the School ppossesses th* mean 
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jp&mrr* of giving vital assistance to r.er neighbours , rich poor. 

And the opportunities are sc f request r< the effort so aeli htfui **4 
that ] think no space wi ' l be eft for the sort of fictitious zeal 
spent in going about to hear or £a se© some new thing/ in 

the faith that everything is as good as everything else h that cits 
of everything combine to ma:.e a whole. But education is not a 
patchwork , it is a vital growth wording according to its own laws* 
and we have reason to think that these laws , man:, o 1 them old*a 
few of them new, all of them belonging to a comprehensive & vital 
whole , are the laws that we profess h hold, 

Tne mind is very suotle £ has a way of 
mixing up things that oilier & prooarly while we speak of the 
spiritual character of education the thoughts of some of us wanner 
to what is called + ne 1 sub- con serous mind' * mys tical intuition s, 
t other vague things which are tai^en account of by Pragmatic P 
Psychology, By the way , I wonder how far the lamentable increase 
of neurotic symptoms amongst us is oue,not as we a© apt to say, 
to our rapid living, out to a school of philosophy which hc,ds 
knowledge in little esteem * & wnich takes 'self-expression ior 
th* individual^ 4 human well-being for the genera \j ob j act of all 
endeavour. But * as Eucken has well sal d "Know 1 edge 13 n0t 


oe gainea on the patn of Pragmatism. 
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tfa do not seek for s subexpression out to oppress tnbs© things 
which are Deyono £ without cmrselvesj & just as there are possibili- 
ties in our physi cal natd** t hat it is the/business ol -enxr life to 


£t? ( our T sub-consol ous mind ' , are there inclinations Jt indi cat icns'raE 
oi them Leading to sel f -**?¥»*<**» complacency , self-importance , 


& get rid of because they are oi the flesh & not of the a yiril 


are included b the ipostle when he says,- f l keep unaCr my body 4 Mb 
b ring it into subject ion. 1 


iy indi cat au ,w e eschew educational means which proclaim that their 
object is sal f - exp rasa ton .though e day do thi things indicated for 


self-expression in rhythmic movement cut for the oy of oancing 
4# incidental ly , f or the sa/e of exercise r for pleasure in graceful 

of Education is not to give us the means of se - - - express 

ion or _of utility. We learn because knowledge is life; A the 
chief knowledge know^Pi, et erna 1 / 


from Euc ;en ' s T * n o a i a a a e p 1 . 1 f a . - ’’True Knowledge calls uj. on man 
not merely to reorganise what is given to Mm as a natural human 


s 



s? w * -—which it is one part of In© battle oi lie to Ignore 




For these reasons which can onlc oe very brief- 


the simple sake of doing them* We canoe ,foa? example .not. to seek 



Let me cies© this part of my subject by a few words 
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inheritance 
founoat i on * 

: 11 Everytning 


out to transform such an inheritance from its very 
The words of Kant are applicable in this respect: 
-even the most sublime thing -diminishes under the 


i 


nanas of man .when he turns the wafta idea i nto 


3 


utility . 


We com® now t fl consider the aeriou* L^estions of what a 

child should 'earn* of how he shoti'd learn. Here again we find 

ourselves ^orKing on a pnilosotnti wum*m axiom to which Eucken gives 

tne name of Activism ? that principle of struggle » st ri ving against 

opposition* with which the rosnels have made js fama* far £ which 
* • 

belongs <t"c inteliectua' £ morai^-H^e as jwc^as to religious life. 

Out of this st ruggle, thi s Act lv ism , proceeds something new, a =*stCTJ!icaL 
quickened life of thought or aspiration. 

Hew , the common Educational error is to cultivate 
Passivism in ohi la ren j they are, as Carlyle says, ’poured inio 


like £A$Jt$t$ a bucket? 11 t each • rs explain, tel 1 , i I lust rate, expound , 

& question ntil there is never an intellectual crust 
.eft for a child's r.ino to bite at. ffe o el lev® that to give a 
chi d his proper right of Act i vi sm , int el 1 ip;ent t imaginative effort, 
we have only to nu + boors of literary value inM Ms hards £ let 
him oeal >ith them in his own way, on! v securing that he xnows by 
requiring to tell what he ha? read. This telling shew* that a 

1 ritual process has ta :«n pla^e* something new, some little touch 








IS 

/A4 (b4L***y> 


of ordinal **££*•»■ that spontaneous mental 4 fl0[c this * 

.nicn wiuld seem to be a small change in the uu.l I'iBUlUlii "urf a school 
tfti results are rather e.itraoroinary. Indeed, from those two prin- 

ciples, which colnolae curiously with those of Eueken,w*e hope to K* 
brlng , 00ut a momentous edu-atldnal rsTertutfcon*,- 1 mean, the recog- 
nition a: the spiritual character of education*,^ the application of 

the principle of Activism. <^As for what a Child shoulc learn 
we believe that *rTH-S?a~3 knowledge (like that of the infant 
prodigy described by Wordsworth) should be .as :ar as nay r.e, 
encyclopedic. Let us hear once again the description o; the little 
prig of the Mlria Edgworth School whom! have before this had occasin 

occasion to mention!- 


with gifts he buocles o’er 
/is generous as a fountain* sel fishness 
Way not come near him nor the little throng 
Of flitting pleasures tempt him iron his path 
The .-/andering beggars propagate his name. 

Dumb ereatu'-es find him tender as a nun, 

And natural or supernatural fear, 


Unless it I ^ap up or; him in a dr ©am* 


Touches him not*. - 


A. miracle oi scientific lore* 


A 
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Ships ns can guioa across the pathless/sea 
And tell you all their cunning? he can read 
The inside ol the earth, & spell the stars; 

H© knows the policies of ffcre ign lands; 

Can string you names of dlst ricts,cit i es ,tov.as, 

'"he whole vor Id over, tight as beads of dew 
Upon a gossamer thread; he sifts, he weighs; 

All things are put to question? he must ■ ive 
Knowing that he grows wiser ever day 

Or else not live at all,& seeing t oo , i*#H^** *#**»**»*# f 
Each little drop of wisdom as it fails 
Into the dimpl ing cistern of nis heart; 


Oh ! give us once again the .vishingfrcap 

Of Fortunatus,£ the in visit •« coat 

r jf Jack th e Giant- k 1 1 1 * r ,Bobin Hood, 

And Babra In the forest with St George? 

The child, whose 1 ov fe is he re t at 1 ea s t , so i n rea p 

One precious gain, that he ferrets himsel f* 

We : -,now him uite well ao -,e notT There are only two things 
[l+*> i-f-y 

* hie h "h^^iacKs^ advise g. understanding heart f the simplicity of 




0/ sours* he Knew that he himself & not k nowle dge w* s the end £ 

w> 1 "" 

aim of all the teaching he received & the poor little fellow was 
never allowed that most generous of all childhood’s p easures ,a 
passionate joy in Knowledge for its own sake 1 ,- 


T :e held ourselves happy to haee reoiscovered this fJ oy ?* for youth 
is so far as it has eeen Lost. Children ta^e to Knowledge, as we 
give it to them through living books, ivith sucn eagerness & pieasjre 
that half t e time spent on routine worn is sa^ed J t i me may 

De ven ff ken necessary to vocational ***★♦»#* fnst^rt nf »mt^ t- 


"Many are our joys 




rn youth, but oh! what happiness to Ht§ 


i‘!hen every hour brings palpable access 


Of Knovf 1 edge , whan al l knowledge is ae light." 



teaching is our schools is sat isfi ed .boys r, girls need not be 
de.rauded o; the intellectual del i ght , tho resources h interests 
«ithln themselves, which are the best part of life i- foT the lack of* 
*' nlch the country i the worlo are suffering. 


on t 9 part of injudicious parents. Children are 


oosarved to learn so much i so east I • joyously that the temptation 
P’it in a f e 


w ^ ;tra subjects is irresistible, % in the spar© time 
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thick should be their own possession children are rushed a50ut 

froa class to class, from this e-inen.t teacher to the cther,in crQer 

that no accomplishment should fce left unmasterea. Happy for , h „ 

child v,hen he ;inds himself in the sanctuary of school . here at any 
^ J 

rate he has some natural freedom? That he is overworked is 

not the chief evil of this sort of gra'roing at a-e-ompllshnents. The 
enflc perceives that all \is done for his saktj the Knowledge he 
gets is of the so rt t.nat - 11 he becomes an infant prig, 

losing that happy delight in learning which comes to him when 
knowledge icr iti own sake is put before Mm with intiting m -„j - T tiM , 
simplicity. 


/ 


,f They who have the s^tll 

To manage boo*s & tilings, a mane tnem act 

On infant minds as surely as the sun 

Deals - i t n a f lower j the keepers of or: “ five, 

Thf? pities & wardens of our faculties, 

* P * ■ * * * * * 

when will their presumption (earn, 

Tnat in the unreasoning progress of the world 

A wiser spirit is at work for as, 

A o otter eye than tneirsemost prodigal 
Of blessings most studious of our good / 


( 
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HO 


, hours ?” 

We of the p . !! • E i U. must oTcier em wavs carefully because 
we hold in trust a great charge. The nation is a* thepart- 
ine of the ways. We all reeo.lect the discussion of the 
new Education Sill which, last month } uni ted Liberals & 
Unionists, a drastic Bill granting to Local Authorities tne 
power of extending the ago of leaving school iron IA to 16 
years, abolishing the half-time system, gi ing power to 
require d.ttendance at continuation classes, £ so on. 
*$»•*«»•«*•+****** t|4*5*S#S, 'The debate was helpful « 
suggest ive^ < though it met with strong oppesit 1 on , in the 
main,' says The Times ,' the discussion of the Bill was some- 

^ j 

tnlng 1 ine a chorus of praise & the oiH- passed its second 
reading with a large majority'. If it should oecoue law, 
here is our great opportunity. W a snoula be aoie to satisfy 
both those who lamour tor vocational instruction & those *ho 
l further the Bill for the sa/.e of humans learning. So^et-h g 

At | 

may \be tiers *.vith things as they are. Boys & gltln of ail 
©lasses may be sent out into the world with intfii .''c. jal 
resources which shall gladden their lives as well a * !th 
the necessary s ense-t ra inl^g & rr.an jal dexterity- 



A 


passing of such a Dill as tnis v/otild increase our opportu- 


nities ? 


J\'Ui *** 


Lord Haldama warned us^that while the British workman 


^ ter 

f inished his educattion at thirteen, in many parts of the 


continent Lftfft training was no going on till 16,17.19, & 
not a training merely in general education but in the calling 
which the workman was going to exercise in the future. Here! 
is ,as I have said, our opportunity. We who have seen the 
great joy taat our children lino in humane learning ought to 
urcge dJty the duty of giving such learning to children 6 

el all Classes. Schoolmasters & misteesses are ,we find t esfw 
eager to near fthat ^tfe have to tell then 1 *, eager to try what 
has psfoved successful j &, because the labour we delight in 
physics pain, because children learn with -woh very great 
facility hen they are given tne manner of learning proper 
to their nature,! think no system of education affords such 
opportunity as ours for the combination of vocational £ 
educationa. tfo&k* Here is opportunity for the employment 
of our zeal here is a fie d in which it would fee hard to ftife 
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I was much concerned ta see by letters in the last 

(brilliant) nurabeT of the TUnas Educ ational Supplement that ay 

raillery, designed only to dear the alr.ha^ given some umbrage, 

H*y l remind you, Sir, that my single mention of the po(Fbressa 

Xontessori was net only respectful but deferential^ If only for the 

sake of her tender respect fOT little children, an object lesson 
(£ 

■Sr*? us all. 1 have diligently studied her book,- jjy the way. the 


original version in Italian exhiotta the f ine^ free ^script of the 
children tomcre advantage than does the English translation, - 
but I have not made the pi lgrimage j bad I done so f should have 
been converted; children always convert mej a guttersnipe making 
Catherine Wheels has , bef o re /now, given me a very shock of con- 
version, but, to whatT That is the question as regards what the 
lady ialis ,fox convenience in writing! "my method'; & it Is only 
after serious consideration that I venture to sa^,%faa*. the adoption 
of this method would be disastrous. 


